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1894; 161, March 1, 1895. 
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field. August 1, 1894; pp. 47. December 1, 1894; pp. 90. 
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Tenth Annual Report of the Board of Gas and Electric Light Com- 
missioners of Massachusetts. January, 1895. Pp. 157, clviii. 

Of special interest in this report are the pages on municipal owner- 
ship of gas or electric-light plants. Ten towns now have plants in 
operation, though only two of these supply gas as well as electric 
li«ht. Three of these towns do not engage in commercial business. 
Statistics are given showing the cost of manufacturing under this 
system. 

During the past year there were 32 deaths resulting from inhala- 
tion of illuminating gas. 

Twenty companies have reduced the price of gas during the year 
ending June 30, 1894. A very complete table is given showing the 
average candle power and the average price charged by various com- 
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panies. The average price paid by consumers for coal gas to the 
companies selling annually more than 30,000,000 feet each is $1.20 
per 1000 feet. The average price in 1886 was $1.72. 

First Annual Report of George Ochs, Mayor of Chattanooga, Tenn. 
October 15, 1894. 

This report is of special interest as showing what may be done in 
one of the smaller cities in the way of financial reform if restringent 
measures are taken. In 1892, before the present mayor came in, 
there were 23 officials in the different departments of the office whose 
total salaries amounted to $16,621 per year. This is exclusive of 
the Board of Public Works Department, the Board of Mayor and 
Alderman, the Police, the Fire Department, and the Tax Assessors. 
In 1893 these functions were discharged by 14 employes who re- 
ceived $11,085 per year; in 1894 this number was reduced to 12 
officials, at a total expense of $7800 ; in 1894-95 the number is 
represented by nine officials at an expense of $5610 per year. 

Annual Report of the State Comptroller of Nevada for the Tear 
1894. Carson City, 1895. Pp. 80. 

The Comptroller notes that there has been a depreciation in the 
value of property to the amount of $2,500,000 as compared with the 
previous year. This is a falling off of one-tenth, and will necessitate 
an increase in the rate of taxation. The vicious system prevails 
whereby it is for the interest of each county to impose a high rate of 
county tax upon as low a valuation of property as possible, in order 
that the amount of state taxes may be decreased. 

The City Government of Boston. By Nathan Matthews, Jr., Mayor, 
1891-95. A Valedictory Address to the Members of the Council, 
January 5, 1895. Pp. 289. 

This is an interesting account of the organization of the city govern- 
ment, with descriptive material in regard to the finances and the 
administration of the various departments. The several chapters 
relate to the organization of the city government, methods of accounts, 
expenditures and revenues, indebtedness, public health, educational 
facilities, building operations, public streets, lighting, protection against 
fire, relief of the poor, parks, civil service, and municipal invest- 
ments. 



